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Bird’s-eye View of Our Plant.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
We take pleasure ind testifying to the responsibility of

the CHICAGO HOUSE WRECKING COMPANY who 1s & customer of this bank and who are

incorporated under the laws of the State of Illinois, and have a fully paid up
* capital and surplus of $350,000.00.
i They are the leading establishment of their kind in the world, oe=
cupying large quarters, and employing a great number of people.
‘The Officers are personally known to us, and we know them to be

first class business men who will carry out their agreements. We commend them

>d at the

to the business publie, feeling sure that eny contracts or hey may

it classes

enter into, will be entirely satisfactory. ct police

Yours truly, -




THE WORLD'S FAIRS

At St. Louis and Chicago and the -
Expositions of ‘Buffalo ' and *Omaha

BUILT AT A COST OF $90,000,000

WERE PURCHASED BY US

We are the foremost:dismantlers and pur-
chasers of large institutions in the World

We have purchased the following large Public and
Private Buildings .. The Chicago Post Office
and Sub-Treasury -, The Cleveland Post Office
and Case Build_irlg_ e He Weddel Hduse,
C]e\./eland, O. “* The Mackaye Spectatorium.
The Four. Seasons Hotel, Harrogate, Tenn.

e

] A large percentage of the material listed in this o Cal
catalogue, was bought by us at Sheriffs’, Recei- i
vers, Trustees’ and Assignees’ Sale. We pur-
chase any manufactured article that can be
obtained at low enough figures, thereby giving
our ‘customers the opportunity of purchasing
new goods at second hand prices. vt

T APITAL STOCK AND SURPLUS $1,000,000 |

"CAGO HOUSE WRECKING CO.
mayt 35th and lron‘Streets sa71 2 A .CHICAGO
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-Our Gigantic Operations.
HE 'CHICAGO HOUSE WRECKING C€O. performs an extra.

ordinary and unique function in the mercantile world and redirects |
to the channels of industry enormous quantities of highly valuable

. material. Qur operations embrace not only the United States, but Europe
~-and Asia as well, where we are known as the “Great Bargain House" of the
. world. We are supreme in our line, have no competitors, and pursue origina}

- and unique ‘methods in securing the supplies we place upon the markets of the '
earth,

We were organized in 1892 for the purposeof purchasmg the World’s
Columbian Exposition at Chicago in 1893. We dismantled this $38,000,000
magnificent exposition, with its miles of palatial and gigantic structures. Turn-

" ing the millions upon millions of tons of valuable material into marketable -
. product, Just imagine what this means and you will appreciate our tremendous

operations. A veritable city with its miles upon miles of streets and

buildings, built of the most costly material known to the architectural and

sculptor’s art, and you will get some idea of" what this Company has
accomplxshed

The Louisiana Purchase Exposition.

Our latest gigantic transaction was the purchase of the entire $50,000,000
Louisiana Purchase Expesition, which covered txvlce the area of the World's

- Fair at Chicago and it was four times as large as the.last World's Fair of Paris
. France. You, who have visited this fair, with -its beautiful buildings and archl-

i tecture, its countless attractions and visible grandeur, its water works and sewer

systems, roads, streets and walks; having an area of 1,240’ acres, equaling a city |
of 50,000 mhabltants, but of a vastly better character, will appreciate the mag-

* nitude of our undertaking, Everything ‘used in its construction was the best
' to be obtained in the markets of the world. It was built as a monument to

the progress of the twentieth century, and the enormous amount of high class © |

material used in its construction was marvelous., . Our fame as buyers and sellers
of gigantic institutions being world wide, it was only natural that the directors

- of this Fair should negotiate with us for the dismantling ot the entire exposition.

From this marvelous exposition we obtained 100, 000,000 feet of
lumber, thousands of tons: of railroad and structural iron, miles upon miles

- of piping, millions of pounds of copper wire, acres of roofing material of every |
- ‘kind, and enormous quantities of plumbing material of every conceivable
 description, beésides hundreds of thousands of 'dollars worth of goods,

| numerous to mention,

+ We have from 1,200 to 1,500 experienced dismantlers employed at the

| fair ground in St, Louis, takmg down, assortmg and llstmg the differert classes ~
| of material, Besides two complete fire departments and a perfect police .
: organization. i
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(n 1897 we bought up the Trang-Mississippi Exposition of Omaha, =
Neb., It:was an exhibition of colossal architecture, and!built atia ’cost, oi'
$2 500,000. We dismantled it and turned the enormous quantltlesqi materia
again into ‘the chanriels of industry,

The Pan-American Exposition of Buffalo, N. Y., cost the citizens of
that mty, $8,750, 000 This magnificent spectacle, was purchased by usand /'
the endrmous quantities of bulldmg material were added toour extensxve stock.

_ The Chicago P. 0. and Sub-Treasury “whose original ‘cost was
$7,000,000, also the Cleveland P. 0., passed through oat hiands and found a
place again‘in the World’s markets.

In addition to the above, we have purchased many other famous instit\u’-w

. tions and public buildings, including the"Weddell House in Cleveland, Ohio, | \

&

-and the Four Seasons Hotel at Harrogate, Tenn.

Tremendous as is the scope of these gigantic business deals, we still
further enlarged our field of operations until it is now. practically an unlimited .
one. ‘Where thére are large'Sheriffs’, Receivers’, ' Assignees’, or Manu-
facturers’ Sales, there our numerous wide awake' representatives are on the
alert to secure for us stocks of General Merchandise of évery nature and’
description, We are, therefore, buyers and purveyors of everythifig from a
needle to a locomotive. ;

The key-note of our business success is economy and the reduction of
waste to a minimum,  * g

To the Economical Buyer :
It means'thdt we are in an unparalled position to offer yotthe greatest
bargains on earth. Our sales are perpetual and unénding. ' Our lumber, sash, -
doors and roofing material can be ‘purchased at'an enormous saving.'' The

- lumberis well seasoned and is superior to the new product that is on the market.

On the bulk of-our material, the wear and ‘tear, has Been 50 slight as tobe a’'
negligible factor-in considering the purchase. There is a small fortune for
the contractor in a big deal, by doing business with us. :
To those who'contemplate furnishing a home or office will find our supply
of household goods and office fixtares inexhaustible. . We have a magnificent
collection of Persian and 'American Rugs in various weaves of grace and
beauty, Parlor and Bed Room Suits, in high grade selid oak and mahogany
finish, Steel Ranges and Base Burners, plain and heavily nickel plated. ''In
office supplies we have a very large stock: of handsome, solid ‘0ak Roll Top
Desks that we secured with our purchase of the St. Louis Fair. Besides a

-complete assortment of handsome Rotary Leather-Seated Office Chairs.

. posted.;, . Then act promptly. = Our bargains .do not need to go a-begging.

;From a book of less than 100 pages to catalogue our stock on hand, a few
years ago;, this book of 500 pages does not begin to list the thousands of artxcl‘es.‘ ;

the tons upon tons of merchandise of every nature and descrlptlon which by o ¢

our agency are redistributed to the world., No matter what it is you want, we .|
can-furnish it to you." Though this is an incomplete list it will greatly assist ‘
you ,in selecting your bargains, Keep it by you. . Consult it often. Keep |

Don’t wait until they are all- disposed of. - Just the thing youl need, most, may .
be had from us'at an' incredibly low: price today. Tomorrow some one else
may have carried off the pnze. and you must wait ‘or purchase elsewhere ata' '}
dlsadvantage.
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esting Task on St. Lou1_s' :
lixposition - Site.

PILE UP IN A CREAT HEAP

Buying and Selling 'of Mate-
rial Involves Millions, Says
William E. Curtis.

BY WILLIAM E. CURTIS.

[SPECIAL TO THE RECORD-HERALD:]

.+ ST. LOUIS, June 13.—It is.almost.as much ’
.of a job to get rid of a big exposition as it is

to create one,and it is even more fun to watch

" the wreckers tearing down a building than it

is to see the builders put one up: Destruction

‘is more entertaining than creation in many
lines of activity, partlcularly to those who -

destroy—as, for instance, Admiral Togo.

There is a melancholy aspect to the ques- ,
‘tion, a pathetic and a profound sense of regret,

to see magnificent buildings torn to pieces;
$17,000,000 worth of architectural triumphs
razed from the face of the earth. Of course,
the St.Louis people had to get Chicago men

to do it-3the Chicago House Wrecking Com-

pany, the same’ that pulled down the govern-
ment building at Chicago some years-ago and

‘removed what the fire left of “the White City.”

They. also destroyed the buildings of the
Omaha and Buffalo expositions. It took them

‘eighteen months to clear away the ruins from

Jackson Park and nine months each to demol-
ish the Buffalo and Omaha expositions, Here
they have two years in which to do the job,
beginning with the latter part of March, when
the exposition officials moved out, and the
wreckers moved in their force of /1,200 experi-
‘enced men, They have a complete fire depart-
ment and. police organization and are very

sstrict about smoking around the grounds,

‘because they lost several thousand dollars at

:

z

e The AHIGAGO RECORD -HERALD, June 14, 1905, published the following a.rticle
by America’s leadmg newspaper correspondentu—Wllliam E. Curtis:

fLAvms FAIR IN RUINS

Wreckers Enga.ged in Inter-‘

Chicago by the burning of the Manufactures‘

and other bulldlngs, which, they say, were set
on fite by the strikers.

People are. allowed to go about the
grounds, however, and there are a great many
visitors. Many of them come from curiosity;
many more are buyers.in search of bargains,
and they are sent to the Transportation build-
ing, where is the biggest junk shop you ever

saw—a regular department store in which the

wreckers have gathered and classified the arti-
cles which have been taken' from the interior
of the buildings ‘and other 'small portable
merchandlse all of which is for sale at trifling
prices. The catalogue of these articles con-
tains 120 pages, with the different classes of
articles arranged ' alphabetically. . The first
article on the list is an aerial fire truck, the
next fire alarm boxes, and the third the ambu-
lances that ran to the Emergcncy hospital,
while the last items are woven wire mattresses,
wrenches and wrought iron pipe.

Between these extremes is every portable
article that belonged to the Exposition Com:
pany; taken from all the bulldlngs purchased
by the wreckers, and the prices at whlch they
are sold are ridiculous.

®oN *

The wrecking company paid $450,000 for

i'everything within the grounds, including the

fénce—excepting a few' of the foreign and
state buildings. © They pald $600 for the Ohio
building, which cost $175,000, and $3,330 for
the Pennsylvania building, which cost $300,000,
including all the furniture, carpets and other
equipments. - They paid $600 for the.German
building, which cost over $100,000, and were

. much disappointed when they discovered that

all of the beautiful decorations on the walls
and ceilings were painted on canvas and had

. been sent back to Germany. But there is said

to be more than $600 worth of ‘copper ‘on the
roof and dome, so that the contractors wxil
probably come out even. They bought most
of the other State: bulldmgs, also, for nommal

prices.
&% %

When the wreckers tear down one of tbe

big buildings they start at'the topmost pinna-
cle and work gradually downward. = After they
have removed all the towers and ornaments
and slid them to' the ground in chutes, they
uncover the ridge pole and take off the roof
The same gang of men have done this sortsf
work so long that they do it very rapidly and




. men and carried to its proper place.
~ little is wasted. = All of. the staff is carefully *
saved, and 90,000 tons of it have already been .

‘a dollar a ton.

with comparative ease. ‘As fast as' an object
reaches the ground it is seized by other work-

sold to the Pittsburg Plate Glass Company at
It will be ‘ground rup:and
worked over into plaster. Three million

pounds of copper wire, which orxgmally cost
the Exposition Company $900,000, has also -
been secured. It is the most profitable item.

Every foot of it is carefully inspected, it is

reeled up on the original spools, which were .
preserved, and the larger part of it is as good

as new. The wreckers have about a million

: electric bulbs, which they are disposing of in

lots to dealers and contractors in that sort of
supplies.
Varied Industries building; and' there were
nearly 200,000 on the Electrical building,

_ingide and out. ' About 900 carloads of sewer

pipe have been taken: up from the soil and it
is all being cleaned and ‘inspected, ready to be

‘offered for. sale; 2,000 car loads of lumber

trolley railfoad ‘company in Illinois.
' ties at'30 cents each, which cost 50; 400 tons
of spikes for 114 cents each, which cost 2 cents

. have already been shipped to various parts of

the country, and several hundred carloads.of
doors and windows have been ‘'sold to contrac-
tors who are building factories, warehouses
and other cheap structures,  Forty-five miles.
of railroad iron have been sold to a suburban
100,000

each, and 3,000 telegraph or trolley poles for

$9, which cost $12 each. The trestle work on
tha intramural road has also been disposed of. '

***

The Hortxcultural Agricultural “and - the
Forestfy, Fish and Game buildings have all

~been torn away, and nothing remains to mark

‘where they stood except ‘enormous 'pilés of

. lumber, which are being carefully sorted over

.

_and trimmed at a sawmill, buzzing away at the

very spot where the big ears of corn were .

displayed. There were 11,000,000 feet of tim-

* ber and lumber in the Agricultural building,
_ of which about 80 per cent. was _i'écovered in
commercial sizes.

* the less the lumber is cut.

The bigger the building
Three million feet
“of lumber were saved from the Horticulttiral

i ‘bmldmg, and Mr. Harris, the manager for the

swrecking company, tells: me that they will

save; altogether, about 90,000 000 feet, ‘which '

wﬂl sell for $11 a thousand and upward Lum-

other purposes. Lumber is the greatest item

y W e

There are 125,000 ‘bulbs on  the

'Chicago, rand several’ of. the bu11d1

.until he died four years ago.

_bought the Ferris Wheel for $9,

v8

of salyage, and, from that alone .2 wreckers
expect to reimburse themselves for all they
paid ‘to the Exposition @ﬁé@als They are
shlppmg about ‘twenty-five carlc :¢s a day to
Texas, and hope to make a con yect with tk}e
Panama Canal commission. Lk 1
around. the grounds 'is about fif!
long, and that, of course, is valuabf
lar purposes. =

There 1§ an enormous quantlty ofic nstfuc-
tion iron in the buildings, but none oi it has
thus far: been sold.” The:big arches of the
Manufa¢tures building ' at'Chicago were sold
for a steamship pier in New York, but were/
made worthless by the fire and had to go to
the scrap-heap. Out of the other buildings at °
Chicago, however, came & blg steel mﬂh near
Pittsburg, the car shops at Harvey, ‘near

Dowie’s town of Zion, near Waukeg
biggest Catholic church:in Mllwaukee,
ing to ‘a Polish cong;:egatlon, ing
Father Krutza, was built A:irom the w
of the' Chicago postoﬂice. The Illino
ater at Chicago, is built oilt also. The'k
ings of the shipbuilding plantat Fore-.
Mass.; cdme-outiof the Buffalo Exposition, as
did 'the shop$ of the Lamb ere and Fén’ce.
Company, at Adr1an chh ‘

The wreckers paid. $80, 000. for the Chlcago

‘buildings; they, paid $90;000 for thoseat Buf-

falo and $60,000 for those at Omaha and’'made
a profit, and they expect to make big money
here., Mostiof their, busm@s;s igdone by corre-
spondence Peoplc write to‘them for every-
thing imaginable. Ms. Harris got X letter the
other day from an old lady. out West who

~asked him to send her a'souvenir/of the Ex-

position-——something she could keep ‘and and
down to her children. She said tha‘c even a

nail would be welcome. .. \ to
. There-are four brothers-in the cofnpany,
sons of M. Harris, one of ‘the early settlers of
Chicago, who lived in' that c1ty 51xty years
Ys like their
father, are natural Yankee tm&w@ ‘and’ will
buy anything on a speculatlon tha,t is offered
ther if they can get it at th
At the cldse of the Chica

originally it cost several hgrﬁi“red th
They spent $175,000 to take rt down an

“up again at St. Louis, and now they are te-
ber that has been badly used and is full of ...
“nails'is cut into.short lengths for fuel and

gotiating with a syndicate that proposes to
remove it to Coney: Island, New York.
WILLl‘AM E CURTIS: -
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